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SIR: 

Applicant acknowledges with appreciation the indication of allowability of the 
claimed invention. In response to the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance in the 
Notice of Allowability of October 7, 2008, Applicants respectfully submit the following 
comments. 

In the Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance on page 2 of the Notice of 

Allowance mailed October 7, 2008, paragraph 1 states in part: 

Regarding independent claims 14 and 34, the prior art of 
records [sic] do [sic] not show the limitations of an image processing 
apparatus comprising "an average means configured to average values 
of the first pixel and the second pixel when the numerical similarity is 
high in the numerical unit, and to not average the first pixel value and the 
second pixel value when the determined similarity is low" in combination 
with other limitations of the claims. 

The above comment does not appear to be accurate with respect to independent 
Claims 15 and 34. For example, Claim 14 recites a "numerical means" and not a "numerical 



unit" and Claim 34 recites "an average unit" and not "an average means." Accordingly, it is 
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respectfully submitted that the above quoted statement does not apply to independent Claims 
Hand 34. 
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Respectfully Submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
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